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Air Force Forbids 
Gif ts of Cigarettes 
For Its Hospitals 


By JACK RAYMOND * 
perl:.! The New York Time* 

WASHINGTON, Octl 6—Tho 
Air Force Surgeon Generali 
office has ordered Air Force 
hospitals and clinics to stop dis¬ 
tributing free cigarettes to 
patients. 

A similar prohibition has been 
ordered on the inclusion of 
cigarettes in ' the packaged 
lunches that are prepared for 
service personnel on long flights. 

Maj. Gen. R. L. Bohannon, 
the deputy Surgeon Generali 
said in a strongly worded direc¬ 
tive that thr “ever-increasing 
evidence’ 1 of a link between 
cigarette smoking and cancer 
and certain other diseases “ho 
longer can be ignored.” 

The order was distributed to 
••all major air commands.” 
Welfare groups and cigarette 
companies have also been told 
that gift offerings of the cigar¬ 
ettes can no longer be accepted. 

The Surgeon General’s direc¬ 
tive and a circular letter to cig¬ 
arette donors were dated Sept. 
17 and became known today. 
Endorsed by Kennedy 

-They appear to be the first 
direct action against cigarette 
smoking by an" agency of the 


Gbvcrnui'vt. Tho Public Health 
Service baa. argued! for year.--, 
however, that there is evidence 
of a link between cigarette 
smoking and certain diseases. 

An Army spokesman said 
that the Army had not taken 
similar action against cigarette 
smoking. Nor has the Navy or 
Marine Corps taken action. 

President Kennedy said at fl 
news conference last May that 
he would take a personal inter¬ 
est in studies of any relation¬ 
ship between smoking and can¬ 
cer. In June, Surgeon General 
-Luther L. Terry announced that 
he would appoint a 12-man 
.board of inquiry'. 

The President endorsed the 
idea and said that it would en¬ 
gage in a painstaking and 
lengthy investigation that won Id I 
•’go into ’63.” 

The names of the members of 
the board have not yet been 
announced, however. 

Earlier, in March, a report by 
the British Royal College of 
Physicians said that “cigarette 

smoking is a cause of lung can¬ 
cer.” 

The Air Force directive bv 
General Bohannon was tough \y 
worded in putting an end to the 
distribution of free cigarette- 
that customarily have beem 
given to hospital patients. 

“The ever-increasing evidence 
linking cigarette smoking with 
lung cancer, pulmonary dis¬ 
eases, cardiovascular diseases, 
etc., can no longer be ignored;:* 
he said, continuing: 

“The Surgeon General, TTnllod' 
States Air Four, ha? kilsw ,v 


tirm stand on this issue -aml 
has informed tobacco companies 
that gift cigarettes are no Umar 
er acceptable." 

The directive went on to c;; 
plain: 

“To allow the free distribu¬ 
tion of cigarettes in our hospi¬ 
tals and in flight lunches sug¬ 
gests to our personnel that the 
Air Force Medical Service, in 
effect* condones cigarette smok¬ 
ing. 

“To do so is to repudiate thr¬ 
ove r whelming evidence of many 
medical research teams work¬ 
ing independently on a world¬ 
wide basis." 

The directive concluded: 

“Henceforth, gift cigarettes 
will not be accepted for free 
dislri billion to patients in 
United States Air Force hospi¬ 
tals,. nor will they be placed in 
flight lunch boxes." 

At the same time that the 
order wa;-: distributed to ilf 
major air commands, Brig, Gen. 
K. T. Jen!;is of the Air Force 
Medk-all Gulps, sent out a cir¬ 
cular letter to welfare groups. 

' iCfwHlk? companies and other 
djr.ei-s of free cigarettes^ 

"Wit regret that we will! non 
he able to accept yo’ii gift u/- 
form";* »>r cigarette?; for free 
cPHv.hui'oiii in A’.r Force 
t c|v.’ (> jtu:al JynUio wrote. Tor 


‘■.-.iioul-'! additional studies, in¬ 
cluding those being Conduct :d 
by Hie Urine dStvie.s Public 
! S(c ;\iid 1 nutaliona’ 

instiiut.es, fu.l t«* substantia'I 
the ’ nceui claim> li» u. ciga.v* u* 
riliv!; :-: .. .-ai: •:.! :r ' 

in !r»o r c’ccoscs. we \v ; ;» pbnliy 
recons ; im our positmn ” 

f.*c.nor«.l Jcnam. ^-v»! 

•'llur " h an r>:-prrr un 
ih:u.k> ibr pnsi gifts. 

An .-Yu* UOroe -»poUesm;i;n •••r.ii’ 
he v. :>.s unaware ! \v 
.'-•“eeific event that \iov. -U-. 
liic Air Force-Surgeon: G:\;uv:»f 
.•*< issue Mie directive. Tli 
- •.oKCsm.rj .sail* that vir Si :*! 1 v 
»11 jiia.ior 'iganette comp'ni! | 
had: \\ UP' free di."- 

: :iiliu:.:m!: ji s ;»: se.rvi.ee 

3io-vi»:*l 

. .. i . - - - - - • 

* TSu:: Surgeon General. UnitM 
v Taros Air Force, is obliged to 
decline your offer because v>f 
the recent evidence which sug¬ 
gests further relation betwee.* 
ette smoking and Utrg 
■mhoov other pulmonary o 
senses and with certain curdle 
‘ uiar diseases. 
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daily news 

New York, New York 
October 5.1 

THOSE USAF CIGARETS 

The U. S. Air Force's Surgeon General stops distribu- 
, lion of gift cigarets in USAF hospitals, saying there is 
“ever-increasing evidence linking cigaret smoking with 
lung cancer, pulmonary diseases, cardiovascular diseases, 
etc,” 

Ignored are the facts that there is no laboratory proof 
of this charge (it depends on statistics only), and that the 
great majority of heavy cigaret smokers don't get lung 
cancer. 

Where do we go from here? To cutting out potatoes, 
bread, spaghetti, cream and sugar in USAF messes because 
these foods occasionally make people dangerously over¬ 
weight ? To denying the boys an occasional shot of bour¬ 
bon, scotch, gin, vodka or beer because some people can't 
safely drink anything with alcohol in it? 

Then, what do we do for fighting fliers rf USAF re¬ 
cruiting goes into a serious decline because American he- 
men don't want their personal habits policed bv old ladies 
in uniform ? 

^ ’Source:li[ttgs://wwwjndustrydocuments 


Action Against Cigarettes oc? 

The Air Force has become the first United 
States Government agency to take definite action 
to try to discourage cigarette smoking and the 
Navy has indicated it will follow suit No ban 
has been placed on smoking as such and Air 
Force personnel are still free to buy their own 
cigarettes and smoke as much as they please. 
But the distribution of free cigarettes to patients 
in Air Force hospitals and clinics has been halted, 
as has been the inclusion of cigarettes in pack¬ 
aged lunches for personnel on long flights. 

The directive issued by the Air Force Surgeon 
General’s office asserts: “The ever-increasing 
evidence linking cigarette smoking with lung 
cancer, pulmonary diseases, cardiovascular dis¬ 
eases, etc., can no longer be ignored.” 

The scientific debate over this .question is still 
not ended, and a few months ago the United 
States Public Health Service announced it was 
inquiring into the matter. The results of its 
. investigation are awaited with interest and im¬ 
patience. Meanwhile, the high probability that 
immoderate smoking of cigarettes can and does 
have injurious effects warrants such moves as 
those of the Air Force to discourage the ciga¬ 
rette habit by means short of prohibition. 

ucsf.edu/docs/tpnkOOOO 




